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South Mimms Parish Council 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 6th January 2011 at 
South Mimms Village Hall 

 
Present:  Councillor Kenneth Swayne    Vice Chairman 
   Councillors Paul Binstead and Mark Edwards 
   Mrs H. Rook     Clerk 
   13 members of the public  

 
01/11 APOLOGIES  
 
Apologies had been received from Councillors Ian Dempster and Yvonne Harverson due to ill health. 
 
 02/11 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4TH NOVEMBER 2010  
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 4th November 2010 were approved and signed as a correct 
record.  
 
03/11 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS  
 
Councillor Edwards declared an interest in planning application number TP10/2200 Ingham Lodge, 
Greyhound Lane EN6 3NU, and also as a member of St Giles, South Mymms Parochial Church Council.   
 
04/11 REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
 
The Council reviewed the Financial Regulations which had been readopted at the Annual Meeting of the 
Parish Council on 7th May 2009 and RESOLVED to readopt the Financial Regulations unamended.  
 
05/11 RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
In accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2006 the Council reviewed the draft Risk 
Assessment Policy that had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was NOTED that the sum insured under 
the Fidelity Guarantee was currently £10,000 and the Council RESOLVED to increase this to a level of 
£25,000 with immediate effect.  It was RESOLVED that the revised Risk Assessment Policy, attached as 
Appendix A, be approved.  
 
06/11 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 
 
Schedules of accounts as follows (attached) were RECEIVED and CONFIRMED:- 
 
30th December 2010 – Cheques 64-65  - £220.00 
6th January 2010 – Cheque 68   - £560.61 
 
07/11 BUDGET 2011/12 
 
The Council considered and RESOLVED to approve the budget for 2010/11 (attached as Appendix B) and to 
request a precept of £10,000 from Hertsmere Borough Council.   
 
08/11 INTERNAL AUDIT REVIEW 
 
It was NOTED that Mr Peter Cameron had confirmed he is willing to perform the Internal Audit for the year 
ending 31st March 2011 and the Council RESOLVED that he be appointed to this role.  In accordance with 
the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2006 the Parish Council reviewed the effectiveness of the internal audit 
process and AGREED to ask Mr Cameron to carry out a detailed check on internal controls and systems.  Mr 
Cameron is independent of the Parish Council and will perform his internal audit during April 2011. 
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09/11 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The following applications were previously considered by the Parish Council and decisions reached by 
Hertsmere Borough Council:- 
 
TP/10/1600 – Clare Hall Laboratories, Blanche Lane, South Mimms EN6 3LD – Variation of condition 
3 attached to planning permission TP/10/0196, so the development can be used for medical research 
only.   
Permission Granted subject to Section 106.  

 
TP/10/1919 – Cottage, Knightsland Farm, St Albans Road, EN5 4RE – Alterations to roof to single 
storey side extension from a flat roof to a mansard style roof and alterations to windowsill heights, 
positions and fenestration details. 
Permission Granted.  
 
As comments were required on the following applications prior to this meeting the Clerk, in consultation 
with the Chairman and other Members of the Council, made the following comments:- 
 
TP/10/2117 – NIBSC, Blanche Lane, South Mimms EN6 3QG – Installation of single storey 100sqm 
cold storage facilities with 50sqm ambient storage attached.   
No comment.    
Permission Granted by Hertsmere Borough Council.  
 
TP/10/2200 – Ingham Lodge, Greyhound Lane, South Mimms, EN6 3NU – Retrospective application 
for replacement of existing boundary fences with wooden fence panels and concrete posts. 
No comment.   
Application not yet decided. 

 
TP/10/2048 – NIBSC, Blanche Lane, South Mimms, EN6 3QG – Extension to planning permission 
reference TP/10/1399 for the temporary siting of prefabricated building for history lab and support 
office. 
No comment. 
Application not yet decided. 

 
The following application was considered at the meeting:- 

 
CDU/ CM0879 - Proposed importation of clean inert soils for the creation of an additional nine hole 
golf course and improvements to an existing golf driving range at Dyrham Park Golf & Country Club, 
Galley Lane, Barnet EN5 4RA. 
It was RESOLVED that no comment be made.  
 
10/11 ST GILES CHURCH 
 
An email had been received from McMullen & Sons advising their estates team would reduce the 
overhanging branches along the section of the fence between the White Hart Car Park and St Giles 
Churchyard.  They will also consider the possibility of introducing a light from the car park lighting facing 
the same area.  However, in the current economic climate they were unable to help towards the cost of the 
perimeter fencing.   

 
Councillor Edwards reported that further investigation was required into the proposed lighting of the 
churchyard which could take some considerable time and it would not be possible to apply for grant funding 
until the investigations had been completed.  It was AGREED that alternatives be considered in respect of a 
grant application under the Ward Initiative Scheme.   
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11/11 HIGHWAYS  
 
An email update had been received from Highways advising: 
(i) Lay-by, St Albans Road.  Following a request from the Parish Council for a width restriction to 

discourage lorry parking in this area, this location could be added to the list of possible future 
Transportation and Environment Schemes, however, it would be unlikely to be selected as it would not 
rank highly enough against other schemes and there is currently no funding available.  However, 
Highways may be able to consider carrying out some minor highway alteration works in the new 
financial year in consultation with the St Giles PCC and the Parish Council and this will be dependent 
on whether there is a maintenance budget surplus available.   
Highways have suggested reporting overnight parking to the police with a request that they take 
enforcement action and forwarding lorry registration details to the HGV Licensing Authority as lorry 
parking on the highway is not permitted under the terms of a HGV licence.  

(ii) Blanche Lane resurfacing works are due to be carried out before the end of the financial year which 
will need to be co-ordinated with the Veolia Water works planned for early 2011. 

(iii) Vent, Greyhound Lane – a specialist contractor has carried out jetting works and the problem has been 
rectified.  

(iv) Brookside – the Area Engineer has been asked to consider this area for inclusion in the next 
programme of joint sealing works as it is evident the repairs previously carried out are failing.  

(v) Salt Bins – the locations requested at the top of Blackhorse Lane and St Albans Road do not meet the 
criteria for the provision of salt bins as there is an existing salting route along St Albans Road.  For 
budgetary reasons provision is only available for replacement salt bins and orders for new salt bins 
have been cancelled. 

(vi) White lining, St Albans Road.  Herts Highways consider the lining near the village area to be in a 
serviceable condition and will continue to monitor the situation.  

 
Following a request to the Safer Neighbourhood Team for a speed survey in St Albans Road the Police have 
agreed to investigate doing a speed survey on the brow of the hill outside the Murco/White Hart Pub and will 
do an assessment of the location.  However, although the section of St Albans Road between Swanland Road 
at the roundabout at Cecil Road is subject to a 30mph speed limit, the police have advised it has no recorded 
speed related collisions and the physical road does not lend itself to the 30mph speed limit as the road is 
wide, has no amenities along it and very few residents.  It is deemed low risk and speed enforcement along 
this section would not be proportionate.  It was AGREED that the appropriate speed limit should be enforced 
along all sections of St Albans Road and residents in St Albans Road (from Swanland Road to the Cecil 
Road roundabout) and St Giles Avenue should be consulted if there was a case to raise the speed limit. 
 
12/11 CRIME REPORT 
 
PC Ross Leopold has formally taken over from PC Tom Hardy but as he was on annual leave he was not 
able to attend the meeting.  No crime report had been received.   
 
There had been a meeting of the Shenley Community Safety Partnership in December but unfortunately there 
was no representative from South Mimms available to attend.  The minutes from the meeting advised that 
work had been done with young people responsible for anti-social behaviour in the village and their 
behaviour seemed to have improved. 
 
13/11 BROOKSIDE GREENSPACE ACTION PLAN 
 
A meeting had been held with the Projects Officer from Countryside Management Services and the Parks 
Officer from Hertsmere Borough Council to discuss the draft management plan for the Brookside 
Greenspace site.   
 
Following consultation with the Chairman and Councillors, the Clerk had submitted an application for a 
Parish Paths Partnership Grant as the deadline for the application was 31st December 2010.  The grant 
provides funding to improve existing Public Rights of Way and is limited to £1,000 per Parish.  The 
application was retrospectively AGREED.   
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The Projects Officer has been invited to attend the Annual Parish Meeting in March 2011 to give a 
presentation and information on how local residents can become involved in the project. 

 
14/11 WEBSITE 
 
A draft Home Page for the South Mimms Parish Council website had been circulated prior to the meeting 
and can be viewed at www.southmimms.parishcouncil.net .  The content for each ‘sub-page’ is currently 
being worked on and various amendments will be made and additional information included.  Residents were 
asked to make their suggestions during the public session.  
 
15/11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 
Localism Bill 

Following publication of the Localism Bill on 13 December an initial briefing from NALC (National 
Association of Local Councils) had been circulated.  The Bill aims to shift power from central government 
back into the hands of individuals, communities and councils.  It was AGREED that all Councillors would 
review the briefing and this would be reviewed at future Parish Council meetings when more information 
was available.  
 

 
Ward Initiative Scheme 

As the proposed lighting project at St Giles Church requires further investigation and time is running out to 
make an application for a grant under this scheme, the Council RESOLVED to put in an application for a 
grant to replace the two damaged/broken benches on the Glebeland and subject to availability of funds a 
further bench(es) for the Brookside Greenspace area.  As these areas belong to Hertsmere Borough Council 
permission will need to be sought. 
 

 
Meeting with Clare Hall Laboratories, Blanche Lane 

A director of Cancer Research UK London Research Institute has agreed to a meeting with the Parish 
Council and it was AGREED to fix a meeting date for February/March.   
 
 
All Councillors present at the meeting wished to convey their best wishes to both Councillor Ian Dempster 
and Councillor Yvonne Harverson who were unable to attend the Parish Council meeting due to ill health.  
 
16/11 PUBLIC SESSION 
 
The Vice Chairman invited questions from members of the public about items on the agenda. 
 
County Councillor John Usher advised he had reviewed the planning application from Dyrham Park Golf 
Club and HGV’s would exit off the A1 along Galley Lane.  He did not expect it to cause any traffic issues in 
South Mimms village.   
 
Councillor Usher also advised there may be some additional funding available for benches if required. 
 
Photos were presented to the Council showing the impact of the proposed M25 widening scheme on 
residents in Earls Lane and in particular the removal of existing trees and the proposed sheet piling.  It was 
AGREED to write to Skanska Balfour Beatty regarding the issues raised and also to request a final plan of 
the scheme showing positioning of new gantries, fencing, tree planting etc.  

 
Photos were also presented to the Council showing activities at Earls Farm whereby large HGV’s  travelling 
along Earls Lane are damaging the highway and have eroded a 3 foot grass verge.  It was AGREED to 
contact the Planning Enforcement Officer to ascertain the Planning Consent at Earls Farm.   
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A resident enquired as to whether Countryside Management Services are still proposing to remove the gate 
at the entrance to the Bridleway in Brookside.  As this item is on the proposed Action Plan for Year 1 
(2010/11) it was AGREED to discuss this matter further with the Projects Officer.   

 
A dog bin was requested for the alleyway from the Murco Garage down to Brookside and this will be 
followed up with Street Scene Services at Hertsmere Borough Council.  
 
It was noted that a skip lorry that regularly parks near the entrance to Brookside may not be permitted to park 
on the highway as under the terms of a HGV licence lorry parking on the highway is not permitted.   The 
lorry registration and name details could be reported to the HGV Licensing Authority. 
 
17/11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
  
The next meeting of the Council is scheduled for Thursday 3rd February 2011 at 7.30 pm in South Mimms 
Village Hall. 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 
 
 
Chairman ………………………………… 

 
Date ……………………………………… 
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